THE AMERICAN NOVEL

Harding Davis, then at the height of his lively powers, but
Davis's reports never rose above good journalism, while
Crane's sketches in Wounds in the Rain (1900) have touches
which belong to literature. Early in 1899 he left New York
for England, where he spent the rest of his crowded life in
Sussex except for a final month in the Black Forest. He died
in 1900, not yet twenty-nine. His poems in War Is Kind
(1900) were little noted, his satiric romance The O'Ruddy
(completed by Robert Barr, 1903) was unfinished, and his
Whilomville Stories (1900), realistic about boyhood affairs,
were not properly valued till his Work appeared in twelve
volumes in 1925-26,

Late in his life Crane came to believe that the Red Badge
had been too long, and his other masterpieces are all shorter.
The Blue Hotel shows fate blindly and causelessly interfer-
ing, as Crane thought it often does, in the muddled lives of
men. The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky is an almost unbeliev-
ably direct, vivid, and penetrating drama of matter-of-fact
heroism in Texas and the discomfiture of a frontier bad-man.
The Open Boat tells a straight story of adventure at sea with
breathless concentration and illumination. The Monster ex-
poses the stupidity of public opinion in a small New York
town where perhaps no one person could be so cruel as the
people are collectively. Crane was often comic, more often
ironic, and always pungent. His private indifference to con-
ventional opinions and habits caused him to be credited with
legendary wild oats which he would have been too busy to
sow even if he had been disposed to. Among the novelists
of his decade Crane stood out as Poe had among the poets
of the mid-century, with as much scandal as fame in his
reputation. There is justice in a comparison of the novelist
with a poet. Lucidity like Crane's is poetry. Never obscure,
he was an impressionist in prose. He had a poet's charm,
which came not only from his shining language but also from
his free, courageous mind. He had no burden of nonsense to